
Kemp Mill Civic Association 

General Meeting 

10 July 2012 

 

President Rebekah Rasooly opened the meeting at 8pm at Kemp Mill Synagogue, to which 

KMCA members had to decamp due to the unavailability of Kemp Mill Elementary School.  

Many thanks to KMS for graciously allowing us the use of the building. 

 

Alec Stone, chair of the nominating committee, presented candidates Chris Farrell and Marci 

Lavine Bloch to continue in their Board positions.  No nominations were submitted from the 

floor.  Chris and Marci were elected by acclamation. 

 

Officer Paulsen from the Park Police and Sgt Conroy from the Montgomery County Police 

introduced themselves.  Sgt Conroy noted that they had identified suspects in a recent burglary.  

Sgt Conroy reminded members to keep track of serial numbers of electronics and other valuables 

to aid in the recovery of stolen property.  He also asked members to take note of and report 

suspicious behavior.  The emails for our community liaisons are: 
Sharif.Hidayat@montgomerycountymd.gov 
Brian.Paulsen@mncparkpolice.org 

 

Several community members had expressed surprise and concern about the imminent closure 

[July 20
th

] of the Magruder’s grocery in Kemp Mill Shopping Center.  The Magruder’s will be 

replaced with Shalom’s Market, a kosher grocery currently located on University Boulevard.  

Mr. Larry Dekelbaum, Shalom’s owner, noted that while he would offer competitive prices, for 

some products prices will be higher than Magruder’s because they will be of better quality.  Mr. 

Dekelbaum could not provide a specific date for the opening of Shalom’s because it depends on 

how long it will take to assess and make necessary repairs/replacement of equipment and 

reconfiguration of space. 

 

In attendance were a number of elected representatives from local, state, and federal offices: 

Bonnie Cullison, Nancy Floreen, Ben Kramer, George Leventhal, and Chris van Hollen.  Sam 

Arora and Nancy Navarro sent representatives.  KMCA members expressed concerns about 

Pepco’s response to the June 29
th

 storm that left many in the community without power for four 

or more days.  Concerns included a lack of accurate, up-to-date information; a dearth of crews on 

the ground; and a seemingly haphazard dispatching of crews to assess and repair damage.  A 

particular frustration is that no government agency appears to have the leverage to force Pepco to 

make the investments needed to address the concerns raised, all of which were identified after 

previous extended outages.  [Note: there is a County Council hearing on the storm response 

scheduled for Thursday, July 19
th

.] 

 

Representative Van Hollen, in addition to listening and responding to members’ Pepco concerns, 

also spent a few minutes speaking about the Affordable Care Act. 

 

The meeting was brought to a close at 9:20pm. 

 

mailto:Sharif.Hidayat@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Brian.Paulsen@mncparkpolice.org

