
Kemp Mill Civic Association 

Special Meeting 

27 September 2012 

E. Brooke Lee Middle School 

7:30pm 

 

President Rebekah Rasooley opened the meeting. 

 

Because a representative from the county permitting agency was not available for this 

evening’s meeting, there was a conference call on Monday, September 24
th

.  Participants 

included two representatives of the county agency and KMCA Board Members Rebekah 

Rasooley, Jim Priestly, and Cynthia Brandt Campagna.  Ms. Rasooley gave a synopsis of 

the conversation: 
 

• The Zoning Ordinance is the Guiding Principal.  When an application is submitted, the 

county folks look in the code to see whether the size/purpose is within the guidelines that 

apply to the property's location. 

• Virtually all of Montgomery County is zoned to allow religious institutions and day care 

facilities to be established.  The Chabad property was issued a permit allowing it to 

function as a religious institution and childcare facility in 2006.  Therefore, no zoning 

variance is required for them to expand the facility.  

• The permits are currently being reviewed.  The review process is multi-step and the 

zoning review has already been completed.  Additional reviews are now taking place, 

including those of height, set-back on land, land use, structural, life safety, parking, etc. 

During the review process, if the inspectors come across something that is problematic, 

they will interact with the applicant to arrive at a solution.  There is no site visit as part of 

the permit review process. 

• The Sediment Control review is intended to determine how the construction and the 

facility will affect the surrounding watershed, issues of runoff and amount of land 

disturbed. 

• The requirement for a synagogue is one parking space for every eight seats in the 

sanctuary, either on site or within 500 feet at a public or leased lot.  The county is not 

aware that the Chabad has any plans to use adjoining/nearby property for its parking. 

• Once a permit is issued, notices must be posted (yellow signs prominently displayed), but 

there is no specific process for soliciting public input. 

 

Rabbi Wolvovsky presented an overview of the proposed project.  Included in his 

presentation was a display of an artist’s rendition of the structure, and “bird’s-eye” view 

that compared the proposed structure/parking lot’s footprint compared to the existing 

structure. 

 

The design of the proposed structure is intended to remain in keeping with the residential 

character of the neighborhood.  The square footage of the proposed structure is nearly 

double that of the current facility, but it is not as large as what is allowable for the 

property. 

 

Rabbi also gave a brief history of the Chabad and its programs.  More information about 

the Chabad is available on its website, www.chabadsilverspring.org. 



Questions about the project were primarily concerned about parking, managing traffic 

and pedestrian safety.  Suggestions included installing a sidewalk along Lovejoy between 

Lamberton Drive and Stonington Place and allowing parking only on one side of 

Lovejoy. 

 

Rabbi closed by encouraging members to contact him with any questions or suggestions 

at 301-593-1117.  He also invited the KMCA to hold a meeting at the new building after 

construction was completed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cynthia D. Brandt Campagna 

Secretary,  Kemp Mill Civic Association 


